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The way we plan, design and build our communities

and infrastructure is critical in addressing long-term

challenges and ensuring well-being nationally and

locally. We need to think about tomorrow in the way we

plan and build today. Getting planning right can unlock

multiple benefits and help us contribute to all seven

well-being goals. 

Planning has a vital role to play in helping public bodies

meet decarbonisation targets and the biodiversity

enhancement duty. However, to do that the sector

needs to be properly resourced and supported to

implement new policies and make brave, long-term

decisions.

People and communities need to be better involved in

the planning, designing and building of their

communities.

Planning Policy Wales 10 is a positive step in

embedding the Well-being of Future Generations Act

and setting out the vision for placemaking, but now we

need to see consistent implementation and ensure that

all other national planning documents, like Future

Wales, also align with the Act.

Changing our approach to planning:

The demand on land

for housing, food,

transport, etc is

increasing the face

of uncertain

demographic

change.

Household size is decreasing,

requiring a greater number of

homes, resources and

Current rapid urbanisation can

exasperate health problems. By 2050, the

equivalent of the world’s current total

population will live in cities.

Diminishing number of

planners and trainees

working in the public

sector and loss of

specialist skills.

Feeding the world’s projected nine billion

global population in 2050 is forecast to

require a 70% increase in food production

but 80% of arable land in developing

countries is already used. There is less water

available for agriculture, and constantly

increasing yields from major crops may be

unrealistic, raising concerns about ‘food

security’ and ‘peak food’. 

Stats and trends: So, what's changing?

Planning Policy Wales 10 Themes, which collectively

contribute to placemaking.

energy to support

the overall

increasing number

of households.

Climate change is likely to

increase the frequency of

flooding, with consequences

for property, livelihoods,

infrastructure, agricultural

production, and ecosystems.

https://gov.wales/future-wales-national-plan-2040#FutureWales:TheNationalDevelopmentFramework
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/288845/10-634-land-use-futures-summary.pdf
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/1271/creatingeconomicallysuccessfulplaceshorizons2014.pdf
https://www.audit.wales/system/files/publications/planning-services-2019-full-report-english.pdf
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/1538/thinking-spatially-horizons-full-report-2014.pdf
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/1341/future-proofing-society-horizons-2-2014.pdf


What is the Commissioner's vision?

Sustainable development needs

to be at the heart of every land

use planning decision. 

The four dimensions of well-

being - the environment, society,

economy, and culture - must no

longer be seen as something to

be ‘traded off’ or compromised

on, but implemented as an

integrated and holistic concept.

Section on Planning and

Placemaking in the Future

Generations Report 2020

https://www.futuregenerations.wales/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Chap-5-Planning.pdf


How can this vision contribute to the 7 well-being goals?

Digital innovation and connectivity allowing people to

work from home and reducing need to travel

Carbon-neutral infrastructure 

The planning system will also help reduce emissions from

other sectors through green infrastructure and re-

forestation

20-minute neighborhoods that allow people to

easily reach everything they need

All communities will be able to access green

space within 300 meters of their homes

Places designed to prevent the spread of

epidemics and promote healthy behaviours

Car-free cities that improve air quality and

public health

Access to green space will improve mental

well-being

Wales as a leading global example in

placemaking and carbon-positive places

Zero carbon goal helping to reduce

Wales' contribution to rising global

carbon emissions

Places designed with everyone's needs in mind. Thinking about the future needs of different

groups (e.g. aging population) can prevent costs of retrofitting our buildings in the future

Digital connectivity and an integration between planning and transport will enable equal

access to goods, jobs and services

Placemaking will ensure everyone has access to

Welsh language education and enable young people

to remain in their Welsh speaking communities

Everyone will be able to access cultural sites and

facilities, and 'scenic' places no matter where they live

Nature-based solutions and green infrastructure will help

tackle the climate and biodiversity crises

Planning decisions will support the protection of habitats and

re-forestation

Habitat restoration and biodiversity enhancement will be a part

of all planning decisions

Planning and

Placemaking

A Resilient Wales

A Wales of Vibrant

Culture and Thriving

Welsh Language

A Healthier Wales

A More Equal Wales

A Prosperous

Wales

A Globally

Responsible Wales

A Wales of Cohesive

Communities

https://www.futuregenerations.wales/news/climate-week-how-20-minute-neighbourhoods-can-help-us-fight-the-climate-emergency-and-save-our-towns-and-cities/


Work between agencies affecting placemaking and the built environment should be integrated and all

infrastructure plans should be synchronised.

Everyone involved in planning should be trained on the the Well-being of Future Generations Act and Planning

Policy Wales.

Local Development Plans should be aligned with well-being plans and objectives.

Any developments which do not fully align with Planning Policy Wales and the Well-being of Future Generations

Act and do not enhance biodiversity should be refused.

A comprehensive Equality Impact Assessment should be undertaken for Local Development Plans. All new

developments should demonstrate how they are addressing equality considerations as identified in the EIA.

All planning decisions should be aligned with Welsh language policy and promotion standards.

Plain language explanations of Local Development Plans, planning documents and guidance.

Every effort to involve people in plan design. Planning Aid Wales can provide support with this.

Ensure they consider the work between all agencies affecting placemaking and the built environment, and

integrate their work with all relevant infrastructure plans.

Ensure their staff are trained on the Well-being of Future Generations Act and Planning Policy Wales.

Ensure their work reflects the need to align Local Development Plans and well-being plans/well-being objectives.

Ensure proposals are fully aligned with Planning Policy Wales and the Well-being of Future Generations Act and

enhance or maintain biodiversity.

Ensure they have taken account of the equality considerations as identified in the Equality Impact Assessment in

any new developments.

Ensure their work reflects the Welsh language policy and promotion standards. 

Ensure any planning documents produced have a plain language explanation.

Ensure their work reflects the need to change mindsets from consultation to involvement and make use of

Planning Aid Wales' expertise and resources.

What members of the public and Town and Community Councils should

expect from planning:

Consultants should take account of the need to: 

*These are the most relevant recommendations that I believe town and community councils/consultants/volunteers should be aware of. There are more recommendations contained in the Planning and Placemaking Section (as well as

other chapters) of the Future Generations report, which you may wish to look at.

https://www.futuregenerations.wales/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Chap-5-Planning.pdf


Useful resources and tools to help you follow these

recommendations:

This document aims to amplify

the voices of young people as we

approach the Senedd election in

2021. It sets out the key

recommendations that the

Commissioner wants to see the

next Welsh Government commit

to. She has called on all political

parties to consider these

recommendations within their

manifesto work.

This is a once in five years report,

which sets out the

Commissioner's assessment of

progress made in implementing

the Act within the reporting

period. It reflects on the progress

of all public bodies in terms of

whether they have embraced the

cultural change required by the

Act and also considers the

progress being made on each of

the seven national well–being

goals.

This is an easy-to-use guide to

help public bodies think and plan

for the long-term by keeping a

clear vision and taking future

trends into account. The Three

Horizons Toolkit is based on a

model developed by Bill Sharpe

and the International Futures

Forum. It was developed by

Public Health Wales and our

office to help public bodies avoid

making decisions that don’t

stand the test of time.

The Placemaking Charter and

guide developed by Welsh

Government and the Design

Commission for Wales in

collaboration with the

Placemaking Wales Partnership.

It builds on the strengthening

focus on Placemaking in policy

and practice in Wales and aims

to provide a common

understanding of the range of

considerations that go into

placemaking.

The RTPI's tool on the value of

planning seeks to promote and

inform a more considered,

balanced and evidenced debate

on the relationship between

planning and economic growth.

Public Health Wales' Creating

Healthier Places and Spaces for

Our Present and Future

Generations guide explains how

green spaces, access to healthy

food, opportunities to be active,

clean air, well-designed

buildings, and supportive local

facilities can help people and

communities thrive in Wales. 

'Shape My Town' is a tool to help

people who want to get involved

in designing the places and

communities they live in. 

https://www.futuregenerations.wales/resources_posts/the-future-generations-report-2020/
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/manifesto-for-the-future/
https://futuregenerations.wales/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/PHW-Three-Horizons_FINAL.pdf
http://dcfw.org/placemaking/placemaking-charter/
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/policy-and-research/programmes/value-of-planning/
http://www.publichealthwalesobservatory.wales.nhs.uk/news/49430
http://www.shapemytown.org/getting-started


Useful contacts to support you with following these recommendations:

https://www.cynnalcymru.com/
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/
https://www.sustainablewales.org.uk/
http://dcfw.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/PlacemakingWales_A4Charter_ENG.jpg
http://dcfw.org/
https://planningaidwales.org.uk/
https://www.regions4.org/
https://cprw.org.uk/
https://www.cewales.org.uk/
https://naturalresources.wales/?lang=cy

